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Born and raised in Long Branch, New Jer-
sey, John is a lifelong resident of the city and
an active member of the community. Currently
serving as Council President, John was first
elected to the city council in 1990 and then
ran successfully again for a council seat in
2010 where he has served ever since. In this
capacity, John has made the safety and well-
being of Long Branch residents a priority and
continues to focus on the redevelopment of
the city, serving as a board member of the
Urban Enterprise Zone.

In addition to his work as a public servant,
John is the Vice President of the Long Branch
Free Public Library Board of Trustees, a mem-
ber of the Amerigo Vespucci Society and a
parishioner of Holy Trinity Church.

John is the owner of Video Life Productions,
a successful video production company that
he established in 1982. He and his wife
Svetlana are the proud parents of John Thom-
as.

Mr. Speaker, | sincerely hope my colleagues
will join me in congratulating John Pallone on
his recognition as Man of the Year by the
Amerigo Vespucci Society. He is truly deserv-
ing of this body’s recognition.

——————

SPRINGFIELD CLINIC LEADS
ILLINOIS IN OPENNOTES

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 5, 2018

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in order to recognize the
Springfield Clinic, one of the first multi-spe-
cialty clinics in downstate lllinois. With more
than 400 physicians and advanced practi-
tioners practicing in 80 medical specialties and
sub-specialties, Springfield Clinic now proudly
stands as one of lllinois’ largest private multi-
specialty clinics and serves nearly one million
patients throughout the central lllinois region.

In 2010, as part of their “leading the way”
initiative, all Springfield Clinic offices began
working with the OpenNotes movement. This
put them among the nation’s leaders in inte-
gration of electronic health record technology,
which enables clinicians to share their visit
notes with patients through fully transparent
medical records. This secure system encour-
ages patients to become active participants in
their health care by providing a convenient
way to access and manage personal medical
records, communicate directly with medical
professionals, schedule appointments and pre-
scriptions, receive email and text reminders for
preventive care and upcoming appointments,
and pay bills online.

This dynamic state-of-the-art system pro-
vides Springfield Clinic the necessary tools to
expand patient services. However, we cannot
hope to automate and streamline provider
workflow unless more patients sign up for and
participate in these portals. I'm proud to rep-
resent Springfield Clinic, which is on the fore-
front of this innovative approach to the doctor-
patient relationship. Nineteen million patients
are already taking advantage of their new abil-
ity to access medical information online
through OpenNotes, and my hope is that this
number only continues to grow both in my dis-
trict and across the country. More and more
medical professionals and citizens should take
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advantage of this patient-centered program so
we can focus on what matters most—patient
care.

——————

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING
CASEY JESZENKA

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 5, 2018

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and commend Casey Jeszenka
for his service to the people of Guam. Casey
made Guam his home and joined the Pacific
Islands Small Business Development Center
in 2000. He has served as the director of the
Pacific Islands Small Business Development
Center Network for the last 16 years and will
retire on March 2, 2018. Throughout his ten-
ure, Casey has been an invaluable advocate
and resource for many in our community in
Guam to develop successful businesses and
contribute to the local economy. | have worked
closely with Casey throughout my time in Con-
gress, and he has been a trusted advisor in
the development of small businesses on
Guam.

As the Network Director, Casey has been
responsible for the overall management and
implementation of the service functions associ-
ated with the University of Guam Pacific Is-
lands Small Business Development Center
Network (PISBDCN). His leadership at
PISBDCN was instrumental to assisting clients
and providing information, resources, edu-
cation, technical support, and professional
counseling and consultant services to local en-
trepreneurs and business owners. Casey
worked closely with both the public and private
sectors and a system of island sub-centers,
overseeing their organization, program imple-
mentation, management and evaluation proc-
esses in order to further develop and enhance
a comprehensive network on Guam and
throughout Micronesia. Casey nurtured part-
nerships between PISBDCN, and the Guam
Small Business Administration (SBA), the
Guam Economic Development Authority
(GEDA), and the University of Guam College
of Agriculture’s Extension Programs to make
the programs of the Pacific Islands Small
Business Development successful.

Prior to serving as Network Director, Casey
served as Special Projects Director and Coun-
selor from 2000 to 2002 for the Pacific Islands
Small Business Development Center. Casey
was responsible for planning, directing and or-
ganizing the establishment and operations of
new and established Small Business Develop-
ment Center (SBDC) Subcenter and Satellite
programs throughout the network. He provided
training to new SBDC Subcenter and Satellite
personnel in accordance with the PISBDCN
Standard Operating Procedures. Casey, addi-
tionally directed and supervised the SBDC
Subcenter and Satellite counseling services
and training programs, and trained SBDC per-
sonnel to handle these duties. He assisted in
the development and tracking of goals in line
with the PISBDCN mission, strategic plan and
directives. also provided a comprehensive
range of small business based assistance to
established and prospective small business
owners and other qualified clients including
one-to-one client counseling. Casey imple-
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mented SBDC orientation and training ses-
sions and developed and implemented new
workshops.

In addition to his roles with the Pacific Is-
lands Small Business Development Center,
Casey has also been actively involved as a
member of the Pacific Asia Travel Association
Micronesia Chapter's Executive Committee, a
member of the Pacific Asia Travel Association
Micronesia Chapter's Education Committee,
as secretary of the Pacific Islands Small Busi-
ness Development Center Network’s Advisory
Board, and as a member of the Guam Cham-
ber of Commerce Small Business Committee.

Casey has worked diligently throughout his
18 years of service on Guam. He will be
missed as a valued member of the Pacific Is-
lands Small Business Development Center,
but through his leadership and guidance, he
has positioned the PISBDCN to continue its
exceptional service to the people of Guam. |
extend my sincere congratulations to Casey,
and | join the people of Guam in commending
him for his service and thanking him for his
many contributions to our island community.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CAPITOL VIS-
ITOR CENTER AND STAFF FOR
SURPASSING 20 MILLION VISI-
TORS TO THE CVC

HON. GREGG HARPER

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 5, 2018

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the staff of the U.S. Capitol Vis-
itor Center (CVC) and recognize the CVC for
surpassing its twenty-millionth visitor.

On December 2, 2008, the CVC opened to
the public for the first time. By May of the fol-
lowing year, the CVC welcomed its one mil-
lionth visitor. During this past December, after
just nine years in operation, the CVC wel-
comed its 20 millionth visitor.

Since its opening, the CVC has been guided
by four primary goals to better serve the U.S.
Congress: Security, Visitor Education, Visitor
Comfort, and Functional Improvements to the
U.S. Capitol.

Today, which traditionally marks the begin-
ning of the Spring tourist season, the CVC
provides a secure public environment to wel-
come and assist a large number of visitors.
The CVC creates and presents informative
programs on the workings and history of the
Congress, the legislative process, and the art
and architecture of the Capitol to millions of
visitors each vyear, all while providing the
amenities, comfort, convenience, and accessi-
bility for visitors appropriate to one of the na-
tion’s most visited tourist destinations.

The CVC team welcomed 2.4 million visitors
in 2017, the highest single-year total since the
facility opened. Even more remarkable is that
almost half of those visitors came during the
Spring season between the months of March
and June. As we are about to begin a new
Spring tourist season, | am reminded of just
how important the CVC is as we welcome our
constituents to Washington, D.C.

Behind the scenes, the CVC provides
modem, efficient facilities for the operational
functions of the Capitol, as well as provides
important work space for both the House and
Senate, and improves connectivity between
the Capitol and the Library of Congress.
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While the CVC does provide world-class
tours for over two million visitors each year, its
service to Congress doesn’t stop there. The
CVC team has also supported more than
7,000 congressional events in CVC meeting
spaces as well as welcoming and assisting
guests at Congressional Gold Medal Cere-
monies, commemoration ceremonies, annual
Memorial Day and Capitol Fourth Concerts,
and presidential inaugurations, among many
other events.

Also, in support of Congress, the CVC team
has developed training programs for congres-
sional staff to learn about the history of the
Capitol and Congress and the artwork that
represents their story. Critical safety and
emergency evacuation procedures are key
elements of this program. To date, more than
31,000 interns and other staff have partici-
pated in the training program, enhancing their
ability to deliver high-quality tours to constitu-
ents.

The majority of visitors to the CVC are our
constituents, and based on independent sur-
veys, 93 percent of visitors to the Capitol said
their expectations were met or exceeded and
that they were likely to recommend taking a
Capitol Tour to their friends. These numbers
reflect the passion and knowledge the Visitor
Center’s team brings to the Capitol each day,
as well as their commitment to inform, involve,
and inspire every visitor.

The CVC will celebrate its 10th anniversary
on December 2, 2018. As the CVC embarks
on its second decade serving as the front door
to the Capitol and the Congress, | wish to rec-
ognize the hard-working CVC staff that remain
committed to providing world-class services to
our visitors, our constituents, and those of us
who work in the Capitol each day.

TERRY VAUGHN, A HURRICANE
HARVEY HERO

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 5, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to salute another of our Harvey Heroes. | want
to recognize Terry Vaughn, district manager of
pharmacy and retail operations for 14
Walgreens stores in the Lake Houston area
where | live. As Hurricane Harvey hovered
over the Houston area dropping up to 50
inches of rain in some parts, Terry and his
Walgreens partners were watching and waiting
like most Houstonians. In the wake of the
storm, all but one of Terry’s stores closed due
to damage or impassable roads. The only
store the Walgreens team could get to was
the location on West Lake Houston Parkway
and FM 1960—in my neighborhood of
Atascocita.

Terry lives one mile from the store. As the
San Jacinto River rose and Lake Houston
came out of its banks, a fellow team member’s
house was flooding so quickly she and her
family of six had nowhere to turn. They walked
through water to the Atascocita Walgreens
where Terry and other volunteers met them
with kayaks and transported them to Terry’s
home where Mitzi, his bride of 19 years, and
their two boys provided the food and shelter
the family so badly needed.

The forecasts said this storm would be here
for days. Since he could get to the store, Terry
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decided to open up the Atascocita location.
Terry, three other managers, and Walgreens
team members who couldn’t make it to their
own stores but still wanted to help, kept our
Atascocita location’s doors open through
shortages of power and shortages of patience.
The one thing they didn’t have a shortage of
was dedication to their community. Terry
would wake up each morning, check the water
level of Lake Houston to make sure it wasn't
coming closer into his own home, then report
for service.

Mr. Speaker, during Harvey, Terry’s store
was the only continually operating Walgreens
this side of the Gulf of Mexico. He partnered
with the City of Humble to deliver life-saving
medications to evacuees at the city’s emer-
gency shelter at the Humble Civic Center. He
immunized 40 local first responders to protect
them from the flood borne diseases of tetanus
and Hepatitis A; then took his immunizations
on the road setting up first responder clinics at
fire and police stations. Terry and his team im-
munized more than 1,000 people in two days.

Virtually all Lake Houston-area grocery
stores were closed due to the flooding. The
stores were filled with water. Distribution
trucks could not get to the area. As the storm
damage continued, Terry led a team of
Walgreens managers who with their own
trucks (Texas trucks with plenty of lift to get
through those waters, Mr. Speaker) went to 13
other Walgreens and gathered household sup-
plies, diapers, baby formula, and medical sup-
plies to distribute at the operational Atascocita
location.

For days Terry kept answering the calls and
kept serving. One of those calls was from
United Airlines who had personnel and dis-
placed passengers stuck at George Bush
Intercontinental ~ Airport. Terry and his
Walgreens team fulfilled an order of more than
$30,000 in supplies and delivered it straight to
the tarmac. Was there a bright spot in all this
for Terry? He told me, “Seeing people come
together and my team working non-stop with-
out breaks—with their own families going
through the worst times—we showed up to
help our community and put our own issues
aside.”

Mr. Speaker, those who know Terry know
he has a servant’s heart. He is active with the
Lake Houston Chamber of Commerce, Boy
Scouts, and Humble Area Assistance Min-
istries. Terry started with Walgreens as a
cashier more than 21 years ago. He has per-
formed every job in the store and worked his
way up to be a district manager. On August
18 as Hurricane Harvey ravaged and flooded
our area, he was called upon to once again do
every job. And he did. And he makes us proud
to be Texans.

————

IN MEMORY OF WALTER J.
BUCKERT, JR.

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 5, 2018

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, sadly, Walter J. Buckert, Jr., a proven
champion for military service-members and
their devoted families, passed away last week.
He will always be cherished for championing
benefits for our military and providing extraor-
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dinary jobs for military family members. The
Office of the Second Congressional District of
South Carolina was fortunate to have as staff
members two of his talented granddaughters,
Elizabeth Grayson and Katherine Grayson,
who he influenced for extraordinary service on
behalf of constituents. | include in the RECORD
the following thoughtful obituary:

Walter J. Buckert, Jr., age 85, passed away
peacefully on Sunday, February 25th at
Inova Fairfax Hospital in Virginia.

Walter was born on February 24th, 1933, in
Rochester NY, to Walt and Marge Buckert.
In 1955, Walter graduated from Georgetown
University with a BA in Business. He joined
the General Electric Company’s Corporate
Financial Program where he was assigned to
the Federal Government Department of
Electronics Division. From there, he was
promoted to General Electric’s Lighting
Business Group, its highest division by rev-
enue at that time. He took on increasing
roles of responsibility with each transfer ac-
cepting positions in New York, Cleveland
and Richmond. His final assignment from
General Electric, before his retirement in
1995, was as Manager of U.S. Government
Sales and Marketing for all lighting prod-
ucts for government use and resale to mili-
tary personnel. In that role, Walter grew
government sales and created a division
highly valued to this day. After 47 years with
General Electric, Walter joined Webco Gen-
eral Partnership in 1996 as Director of Gov-
ernment and Industry Affairs. A strong advo-
cate for military personnel and their fami-
lies, he was awarded the American Logistics
Association Lifetime Achievement Award,
The Department of the Army Outstanding
Civil Service medal for his service, and The
Exchange.

Walter is survived by his beautiful wife of
55 years, Mary Sutton Buckert and loving
daughter, Laurie Grayson; son-in-law, Bill
Grayson; and granddaughters XKatherine,
Elizabeth, and Caroline Grayson who fondly
referred to their grandfather by his child-
hood nickname, Buddy. He is also survived
by his older sister, Joanne McDermott, and
too many nieces and nephews on both sides
of the family to count but to whom he held
much love and respect.

Walter will be remembered for his loyalty,
hard work, and dedication to others. He was
a true blooded, American patriot who never
took his freedom for granted. He was a hum-
ble, stoic man, with strong convictions and
beliefs, but underneath it all was a childlike
spirit. Walter was a loving and devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather, uncle, brother and
friend, he will forever be missed.

—————

IN HONOR OF CHIC AND BILLIE
RAWLINGS’ 50TH WEDDING ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. LIZ CHENEY

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 5, 2018

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend my congratulations to Chic and Billie
Rawlings on the celebration of their 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary.

This significant benchmark is a symbol of
their commitment to each other and to their
family. | am happy to join their friends and
family in extending my best to them on this
special occasion.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | would like to extend
my congratulations to Chic and Billie on the
celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
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